New Close News
29th April 2022

HeadTeacher: Mrs L Kilminster

Dear Parents
Welcome back – I do hope you had a lovely holiday. We have had a super start back with lots of exciting activities taking
place. In particular, it has been a pleasure to see the children outside, engaging in learning opportunities; you may have
noticed that we are working hard to improve all parts of our outdoor area. This will continue to be a focus for the next couple of terms. As part of this Mrs Cundick will be starting gardening club on a Monday after school (this can be booked on
parent mail) and more year groups will be starting forest school.
To support the learning taking place at New Close, we believe it is important that our children have a wide range of extra
opportunities; enriching topics and giving ‘real life’ experiences. Sometimes this is done within the school environment
(such as forest school) at other times we run trips. By the end of the year, each class will have participated in at least one
trip outside of school. In all these cases, we plan the trip very carefully to ensure it links with the learning and is the very
best value for money. We appreciate that the cost of these trips can have a financial impact; we try to keep this to a minimum. Many of the trips run this year have been partially subsidised by school for this reason. In recent weeks, a couple of
parents have enquired about whether the service pupil premium can be used to fund school trips. The link below explains
how service pupil premium should be used to support children from military families within school. I do hope you find this
helpful.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-service-pupil-premium/service-pupil-premium-what-you-need-to-know
Another focus for the school over for the next two terms is encouraging children to read more for pleasure. On Monday,
children began to return to school with their ‘book in a box’. We have had some wonderful creations, showing the characters and plot from chosen books. Well done to all those who took part. Prize winners were awarded in assembly today.
I do hope you have a good weekend. We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday.
Many thanks

Mrs Kilminster

Year 6 Leavers’ Hoodies
We would like to mark the end of our Year 6 pupils’
time at New Close with the opportunity to purchase
a special leavers’ hoodie.
If your child is in Year 6, you should have
received an email from Mrs Wootten explaining how
to go about ordering the hoodies from our supplier’s
on-line shop.
The deadline for orders is 02/05/22.

MONDAY 2ND MAY– BANK HOLIDAY
(SCHOOL CLOSED

Pupil movement
If any of our families know that they will be moving out of
the area over the coming months, please let Mrs Wootten
in the office know.

AFTER-SCHOOL GARDENING CLUB
Gardening club starts on 9th May for KS2 children - please sign up on
Parentmail to attend - places still available.

You can now follow and like us on
our Facebook page to keep up-todate with what’s happening in
school…
www.facebook.com/new close school
Please remember to “like” our features!

Vacancies at schools in the
Acorn Education Trust can be
found on their website, here

“BOOK IN A BOX”
Brought in by our children this week:

Dates for your Diary - Terms 5 & 6
•

2nd May - Bank holiday (school closed)

•

5th May - Otter class swimming

•

26th May - Squirrel class trip to Longleat

•

30th May-3rd June - half term holiday

•

6th June - Term 6 - return to school for all pupils

•

7th June - David Wiltshire Photography (class photo’s)

•

9th June - school nurse: Yr6 Height/weight checks and Reception height/weight/vision/hearing checks

•

w/c 11th July - Fox class residential trip to Stone Farm, Devon

•

22nd July - last day of term

•

There will be more end-of-year dates to follow.

New Close Breakfast Club
Parking

7.45 am- start of school day
Flexible drop off
Breakfast provided
£4 per session
To book please access Parentmail bookings must be made at least 8 days
before the requested session.

A reminder - please do not park or drop off in the
lane or in the school car park.
The car park is for staff, school visitors and disabled
access only. Thank you

New Close Nursery

School Uniform
We encourage our children to take pride in their
appearance and feel that this in turn shows pride in
their school.
Please support us with this.
Trainers should only be worn or PE days.
Red jumpers/cardigans should be worn (not other
jumpers/hoodies)
Extreme hairstyles are not acceptable
Thank you

Are you looking for a nursery
place for your child?
We are taking applications for
children who are due to start
nursery in September 2022.
If your child turns 3 this
academic year then you are
warmly invited to book a showaround of our school and
nursery.
Please contact the school
office for more details.

Timings of the school day
The gates open at 8.50am
The school day starts at 8.55am - please ensure that
your child is in class by this point.
Gates will be closed by 9am

Please report any PCR test results to:
lk@newclose.wilts.sch.uk and office@newclose.wilts.sch.uk
This can be at any time over the weekend or week day. You
may be contacted for further information.

Stars of the Week

House points

Rabbit: Freddie, Ella
Squirrel: Ujjwal, Elena

Wilton:
32 points

Otter: Annabelle, Ivy
Fox: Alfie, Freya

Reading Races

Stourhead:
23 points

Longleat:
28 points

Reading Race 1: Leona

THE WINNERS:

Reading Race 2: Freya, Logan M, Aldin

WILTON

Reading Race 3: Courtney
Reading Race 4: Logan B, Lincoln, Lozin
Reading Race 5: Lewis, Harper-Jen, Bella,
Kourtney

School lunches
Please use Parentmail to order your child's meals. You
will need to book at least 8 days in advance.

•
•

Free for all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year
2 under the government’s Universal Infant Free
School Meals Scheme.
£2.30 for children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6

If you wish to cancel a school meal please contact
the school office by 9.00am on the day in question.

Welcome to ...
Riley in Otter class & Jack, John, Dylan
and Isla in Bunny class.
We warmly welcome you and your families
to our New Close community.

WE ARE A NUT-FREE SCHOOL
Just a reminder that New Close school and nursery is a nut-free
and peanut-free zone.
We now have 2 children with nut allergies and it is essential
that packed lunches don’t contain any nuts or peanuts (or
products containing them).
We would appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

FREE and SUBSIDISED COOL MILK
A reminder to all parents/guardians that school is able to provide
free milk each day to all children under five and to those children entitled to statutory free school meals. Milk can also be
provided to children aged five or over at a subsidised cost. Our
school milk scheme is administered by Cool Milk. To register
your child for school milk, please visit
https://www.coolmilk.com/ or ask in the school office.
If your child is in our nursery, please contact the office to
arrange and do not order directly through Cool Milk.

Fruit/Veg
We are able to offer free fruit/veg to
children in reception, years 1& 2. Please let us know if
you do not want us to offer fruit to your child.

C h a n g es t o m e a s u r e s an d g u i d a n c e f o r m a n a gi n g C O V I D- 1 9 f r o m Fr i d a y 1 A p r i l
From the 1st April the government has removed some COVID-19 restrictions and introduced new guidance as set out in its Living with
COVID-19 plan.
Pupils are no longer expected to routinely test for COVID-19 to attend school. However if your child has any of the following symptoms
below then they should stay at home and avoid contact with other people where they can.

•

continuous cough

•

high temperature, fever or chills

•

loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell

•

shortness of breath

•

unexplained tiredness, lack of energy

•

muscle aches or pains that are not due to exercise

•

not wanting to eat or not feeling hungry

•

headache that is unusual or longer lasting than usual

•

diarrhoea, feeling sick or being sick

They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are well enough to attend. If a
child has mild symptoms such as a runny nose, slight cough who are otherwise well they should continue to go to school.
Children and young people aged 18 and under who have a confirmed positive COVID test (LFD or PCR) will be advised to stay at home and
avoid contact with other people for three days. Adults are advised to stay at home for five days.
Children and young people who usually go to school, college or childcare and who live with someone who has a positive COVID-19 test
result should continue to attend as normal.
Schools will keep in place baseline infection and prevention and control measures to help manage the spread of infection. Schools will:

•

Encourage pupils to take up the offer of the national vaccination programme including COVID-19 and flu

•

Ensure occupied spaces are well-ventilated and let fresh air in

•

Reinforce good hygiene practices such as hand-washing and cleaning

From April healthy 5-11 year olds will also be offered the COVID vaccine. Vaccinations will take place outside of schools in vaccination centres, pharmacies, GPs and walk-in centres. Parents of 5-11 year olds will receive a letter from the NHS with further information. Online
bookings for 5-11 year olds will open in April.
Wiltshire Council has also shared more general advice which you can read here - COVID-19 restrictions removed and new guidance from
Friday - Wiltshire Council
Wiltshire Council is asking people to continue to be courteous of others with local case rates still high, by wearing a face covering in indoor
crowded spaces, practising good hand and respiratory hygiene and continuing to stay at home if they are unwell to limit the transmission
of all infectious diseases.
Free universal symptomatic and asymptomatic testing for the general public in England will end however limited free COVID-19 testing for
vulnerable groups and some health and social care workers will continue to be made available nationally as per the government’s policy.
Wiltshire Council’s seven lateral flow test collection sites have now closed as required through this national policy change.

.

